December 27, 2010

To whom it may concern,

Elizabeth Barney interned in my second grade classroom at Post Oak Magnet and International Baccalaureate Candidate School from September through December, 2010.  During this time she fully participated in the classroom and proved herself to be an effective and creative teacher.
As a magnet school, Post Oak draws students from all over the city of Lansing and from many of the surrounding suburban districts.  As a result the school is very diverse, both in the economic backgrounds of the families and the racial make-up of the population.  As part of the International Baccalaureate Program Post Oak offers both Chinese Immersion classes and non-immersion classes which also receive daily instruction in Chinese.

Elizabeth was very involved in immersing herself in the principles inherent in the IB program, the development of the whole child as an inquirer by encouraging international-mindedness and providing authentic learning opportunities.  She met with our IB coordinator to find additional ways to make her teaching reflect these principles.  
Elizabeth proved to be effective in managing a classroom with the diverse needs of students with autism, ADHD, learning disabilities and as Second Language learners.  She worked closely with the special education teacher to maintain a program that differentiated instruction for students with special needs as well as for those achieving well above grade level.  She monitored behavior with gestures and verbal cues that reminded students to make good choices but at the same time leaving the responsibility for those choices directly with the student.
Another area of strength was Elizabeth’s effective use technology.  She regularly used the Smart Board for virtual manipulatives which kept her lessons interactive and motivating.  Her use of Google Docs to strengthen communication with parents was particularly valuable.  Elizabeth also set up an online program for planning and communication between teachers.

Elizabeth Barney is an innovative and highly motivated teacher that will be an asset to any elementary program.

Sincerely,

Kristeen Bobo, Second Grade Teacher  
