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Post Oak is a preschool through 5th grade elementary school located in an upper middle class neighborhood in the city of Lansing.  The student population is drawn from all over the city and from several neighboring suburban school districts.  Of the 500 students, 65% receive free or reduced lunch and 5% receive special education services.  The student population is 21% African American, 19% Hispanic, 49% Caucasian, 8% Asian and 2% Native American.  


Post Oak Magnet School is a candidate in the International Baccalaureate Program.   The program focuses on the development of the whole child as an inquirer by encouraging international-mindedness and by providing opportunities for authentic learning.  As part of IB, Post Oak offers Chinese Immersion classes in preschool through third grade and daily Chinese Language Culture lessons in all non-immersion classes.  Elizabeth worked in a non-immersion second grade class.  Of the 22 students there was one student with learning disabilities, four with ADHD, and one with autism.  

Knowing Subject Matters and How to Teach Them


Elizabeth is a strong teacher who presents subject matter in a way that encourages inquiry and curiosity.  She effectively models strategies for students using visualization techniques and think-alouds.  She helps the students to connect their learning from one subject to the next.  She promotes independent action and students taking responsibility for their learning.    During our unit on local government Elizabeth brought in a representative from the Red Cross to talk about their work in the community and around the world.  She supported students interested in taking action to earn money to purchase immunizations for children in Africa.  She also organized meetings for the classroom’s city council so they could respond to student concerns.  During a unit on local history Elizabeth organized the students into a human timeline with each student responsible for sharing about a specific event.  She differentiates her instruction to meet the needs of all the students.  She has used curriculum-based measurements, CBM and DIBELS to determine specific instructional needs within the classroom.  She also made colored readers for the class to assist with struggling readers, as recommended in Universal Design for Learning.
Working with Students

Elizabeth has high expectations for the students.  She respects and cares for the students and expects the same in return.  She often says, “Remember to check your own behavior” or “It’s our responsibility”.  When she praises students she is very specific as to the reason.  To support the students during the last days before the holidays, she came up with a positive behavior program called Snowflake Points that was very effective.  She makes effective use of signals and verbal cues to remind students.  Elizabeth responds thoughtfully and consistently to behavior, using the classroom essential agreements to hold the students accountable.  An example is “_____, what should we be doing?”  When the student corrected his behavior she said, “Thank you, _____.”  Then turning to the rest of the class said, “He knows we should all be in good listening position.”  
Creating and Managing a Classroom Learning Community

Technology is an area of strength for Elizabeth.  She regularly uses the Smart Board to make her teaching more interactive and motivating.  In math she has used virtual manipulatives to teach concepts in computation, place value and geometry.  Especially motivating for the students was her use of Google Earth to enhance the students’ learning about the local community and to connect with a piece of literature.  

Working and Learning in a School and Profession


Elizabeth maintains regular communication with parents.  She set up a g-mail account that was used to send notes to parents and to e-mail the weekly newsletters.  Elizabeth initiated the use of Google docs to collaborate and communicate on daily instructional plans.  She contacted parents when there was a problem and when there was good news to share.  In November she helped to plan and then participated in Student-Led Conferences.  


Elizabeth was active in the building’s K-2 Literacy Group, which was started by staff interested in learning more about the National Council on Response to Intervention.  The goal was to find additional   interventions that would be effective for students struggling in literacy.  The group met several times a month to explore resources and share ideas.

Summary


Elizabeth Barney has proven to be an innovative and motivated teacher.  She will be an asset in any elementary program.
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